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In response to the Office Action mailed 1/18/06, please amend the above 
identified case as follows. 
IN THE SPECIFICATION 

In the abstract on page 29, please make the following changes: 

Processing of data packets within a network element cluster having a plurality of 
network element nodes is described. The network element cluster has a cluster 
network address common to said plurality of nodes. Distribution decisions are 
determined for first data packets, -a first data packet being a data packet initiating 
opening of a packet data con ne ct i on to sa i d c l ust e r n e twork addr e ss, a ccord i ng to 
pr e d e t e rm i n e d crit e r i a . For each node of the network element cluster those first data 
packets , wh i ch ar e to b e proc e ss e d i n s ai d part i c l ar nod e , are selected according to 
the distribution diecisions. Node-specific lists about opened packet data connection 
for which a node is responsible are maintained, and using these nodes specific lists 
second data packets, which are data packets relating to any opened packet data 
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connection specified in a node-specific list, are processed. For each node of the 
network element cluster those second data packets, which relate to connections on 
the node-specific list of said particular node, are selected for processing. 
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